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PROCEEDIL NGS

MR. MOORE: GCkay. | noticed there was one
guestion during one of the two presentations so far.
And there may be sone nore. So before we get into
scoping comrents directly, we'd like to see if there
are nore questions about the presentations that have
been nade.

"1l caution you that we don't want to try
and wite the environnental inpact statenent here this
evening, but there was a lot of stuff put out here,
and, i f peopl e have questions about that, we can field
t hose right now |If anyone has a question, just raise
your hand. And we can --

Yes, go ahead. We'Ill see if we --

MR. WTTMEYER. Just a short question.

Sandy, in your presentation, the power
line fromthe offshore -- is that a DCline, or an AC
l'ine?

MR. BUTTERFI ELD: AC | i ne.

MR. W TTMEYER: AC |line? Ckay. Thank
you.

MR. MOORE: That was your question?

MR WTTMEYER. That was ny questi on.

MR MOORE: Hey.

Any ot her questions?
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MR HLL: | think he was going to foll ow
up.

MR. BUTTERFI ELD: DC nmakes sense if you go
to distances farther than -- nore than 500 mles

onshore. And offshore, if you're burying a cable, it
nmakes sense -- sonmething like 150 mles. Sothat's --
we're not likely to see sone PC |ines.

MR. ZEBROWBKI : Can you di scuss a scenario
of transfer of an alternate use situation fromMS to
anot her federal agency? Say the Coast Guard wanted to
use a platformor something out there. How would the
envi ronnmental review-- would that happen prior to any
i nter-agency transfer, or would the agency it's being
transferred to be responsible for the environnment

i npact statenent on whatever project they're going to

do?

MR HILL: If the Coast Guard wanted to do
t hat ?

MR ZEBROWSKI : O sone other federa
agency.

MR HILL: It -- well, it typically wll

be a private sector proposal that would cone in to us,
you know, for of fshore renewabl e energy projects. And
we'd just go ahead and, you know, review those

projects and i ssue the | ease's easenents or rights of
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You know, there -- we haven't fully
devel oped the program There could be federal
agencies |ike I NRO who m ght have, you know, a test
facility or sonething |like that, but we haven't worked
t hat out yet.

MR.  ZEBROWSKI : | was sinply thinking
alternate use, not just the energy, but the other
alternate uses that you descri bed.

MR HLL: Okay. Yes. If -- likeif the
Coast Guard wanted to nodify a platformor sonething?
Yes. They would cone to us, and we would maintain
that jurisdiction. And we would just be |ooking at
the part that affected the platform

W' d | ook at the engineering to make sure
that it could coexist with the oil and gas operations
on the platform And we would issue a permt for
that. But if it was sonething |ike aqua culture or
sonmething like that, you know, we wouldn't have the
jurisdiction for that.

MR. MOORE: Any other questions?

(Pause.)

MR MXORE: Ckay. |If -- we're going to
have anot her opportunity for questions later on. So

if you have sone, well, you'll be given a chance.
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What 1'd like to do now is talk a bit
about scoping. W' ve been here for quite anwhile to a
scopi ng neeting, and we're finally going to tal k about
scopi ng.

As Maurice said, the public scoping
comment period began with the publication in the

Federal Register of a notice of intent to prepare this

programati c environnental inpact statenent. That was
on May 5. And the scoping period will extend unti
July 5. And scoping neetings are being held around
the country, primarily on both coasts, and here in
Austin for the @Qulf Coast enphasis.

And at scopi ng neetings, what we'rereally
interested in hearing, as Maurice said earlier, is
comments frominterested parties to help us frane the
anal ysis and the programmatic environnental inpact
statenent, things like alternatives that fol ks think
we should consider, issues that are particularly
significant that folks want to make sure that we
i nclude in our analysis, technologies that we should
consi der, and so on.

And once again, we're not |ooking at any
specific project. Any project-specific analysis wll
be handled on a case-by-case basis. And this is

covering the whole country in a progranmatic way,
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trying to set the stage for doing nore site-
specific/project-specific environmental assessnents
when those projects conme forward.

W have tal ked about sone of the things
involved in this project. Wat | would urge you to do
is gotothe project web site. It is up. Hopefully,
some of you have already seen it -- QOCS. anl. gov.

One of the reasons we asked you to give us
your e-mail address when you arrived this eveni ng was
so we can send you e-nmail nessages when new posti ngs
are on the web site. You can be alerted that there's
somet hi ng new there you can go and | ook for. Results
of scoping will be there. W'II|l publish a scoping
sumary report that will be on the web site.

And what ever i s news and current regardi ng
this project will be on that web site on a regular
basi s. And the web site provides a very, very
conveni ent way to provi de conments. There's a conment
formon the web site or -- there will be -- yes, there
is now. And you not only can put coments on that
form you can attach things to it. Information that
you have that you would like us to have can be
attached if they're in digital format.

You received a coment card when you

checked in this evening. That conment card can serve
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a couple of purposes. One is: As you're sitting
here, you can wite sone conments on it and | eave it
with us. Later on, you can wite coments on there
and nmail it to us. O you can sue the address that
you find on the conment card to nmail us a whol e box of
stuff. And we'd like that, too.

You know, information that you have
regardi ng technol ogy or how you think we ought to be
doi ng the environnmental analysis and the programatic
envi ronnmental inpact statenment and those kinds of
things are very useful and hel pful to us. Source of
i nformation that you want us to use and t hi nk we m ght
not have -- all of that's good stuff.

And you can also provide your comments
here orally this evening. You -- we asked you to
i ndicate when you registered if you would like to
comment. And sone people said they would like to do
that -- actually, one person so far.

(Laughter.)

MR. MOORE: But you do not have to have
said that you want to comment when you registered in
order to provide a corment. So we'll give you that
opportunity | ater on.

And because of the huge crowd, we're going

to limt coments to three m nutes. And -- but we
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won' t ( No response.) That very
cl osel y.

| f you have materials that you would |ike
toleave with us to extend your conments, well, please
do that. W'd be happy to receive them W have a
court reporter taking a transcript a verbatim
transcri pt of your comments. And that'l|l be avail abl e
for you and anybody el se who wants to | ook at it.

Pl ease, when you do nake a conment, state
your nane and t he organi zati on that you represent. W
want to nake sure we get that right.

And | think we're ready to hear the first
speaker, Joe Zebrowski fromthe Sierra C ub

MR. ZEBROWBKI: |'mgoing to refrain from
making official Sierra Club comments at this point,
because | want to coordinate with the rest of the
menbers - -

MR. MOORE: Pl ease speak into that so the
recorder gets that.

MR. ZEBROWBKI : Ckay.

|"m going to coordinate nmy formal input
with the rest of ny club nmenbership. So --

MR,  MOORE: kay. VWait just a couple
seconds.

(Pause.)
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MR,  MOORE: And then please state your

nane.

MR.  ZEBROWSKI : kay. My nane is Joe
Zebrowski; |I'm with the Lone Star chapter of the
Sierra Club. And we'll be presenting a formal cl ub-
wi de response -- or at |east the Lone Star chapter-
wi de input into the progranmatic EIS.

So at this time, 1'Il just limt ny
comments to say that we're very appreciative of the
opportunity that you' ve given us to revi ew and conment
on thi s whol e proposal and t he whol e concept here. W
believe it's crucial that we have neani ngful public
participation through all phases of the offshore
energy site selection and devel opnent and that all
substantial environnmental concerns be addressed and
remedi ed.

And what we'll be providing is a nore
detailed kind of laundry list of the factors we are
particularly interested i n seeing addressed. So |'1|
hold off for witten comrents on that part.

MR. MOORE: Thank you very much. D you
want to | eave anything with us?

MR ZEBROWSBKI: "Il send it in.

MR MOORE: You'll send it in on the web

site?
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MR ZEBROWSKI: Right.

MR MOORE: All right.

Now, with that primng of the punp, is
there anyone else who would like to give us sone
comments this evening?

(Pause.)

MR,  MOORE: Anybody el se have any nore
guestions?

(Pause.)

MR. MOORE: Anybody have any advi ce?

MR. ZEBROWBKI : | have a question.

MR, MOORE: Sure.

MR ZEBROWSKI: For M. Butterfield, the
current wind projects that are in devel opnent here in
this country and actually overseas -- how woul d you
ki nd of personal ly assess the environmental nonitoring
proposal s or actual | y ongoi ng envi ronnental nonitoring
t hat has been involved in those projects -- the bird
i npact studies and things like that? Have you been
tracking that and paying attention to those
activities?

MR. BUTTERFI ELD: |"m probably a |ousy
person to ask about the environnmental i npact
statenents or the environnmental nonitoring, but |I can

tell you what | know. In the early '80s, there was --
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the bird problemreally cropped up in Altanont Pass.
And that's one of the first devel opnents. And it was
an area where raptors perched around t he peri neter but
not in the center, because -- if you ve ever been
there, you could see that there wasn't anything in the
center until wi nd turbines cane al ong, nor were there
any popul ati on of gophers, for exanple.

And when we cane in, we di sturbed the soil
by neking foundations, and that sort of gave the
gophers sonmething to live in. And that brought in the
raptors. And it was an unfortunate situati on because
the -- we certainly did have sone problens there. And
that has been the black eye of the w nd energy
since -- well, for 25 years.

Since then, we've put about 5- to $6
mllion into studying the problem there at Altanont
Pass and at other places. And a set of quidelines
have been witten, too, for -- to guide conpanies in
how t hey develop a project, how they select a site,
what things they need to look for to avoid
interactions with avians. And that seens to have
wor ked quite well.

To ny knowl edge, there's no projects since
Al tanont Pass that have had any real problens. And

when | say, "Real problenms,” | can't quote you how
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many bird kills there are, but the statistics |'ve
seen ot her peopl e present are that w nd turbines kil
far fewer than cats and far, far fewer than buil di ngs,
transm ssion towers and things |like that.

Bats i s another issue that has cone up in
West Virginiathat they' ve made the m stake of putting
a site where they didn't realize there was a very
short seasonal period where bats mgrate at night.
And that caused a problem And so they're going
through mitigation on how to handle that.

Goi ng to Europe, they've studi ed the avi an
interactions quite a bit. They have radar tracking of
that site and -- the site that I showed you for Horns
Rev. They actually have these wonderful radar
tracking streak Iines showi ng flocks of birds com ng
at -- not flocks, but birds comng at the site and
then flying around it.

And so they nonitor bird kills at the
site, and they nmonitor flying, fly-bys and so on. And
| can't quote you what the statistics are, but they
seemto be proud of showi ng the statistics or show ng
the results, so they nust be happy with the results.

Marine environment. There was a site
in-- for offshore, there was a tower put in 40 mles

of fshore, off the German north shore, for studying
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several things. And the wi nd and wave interactions --

the design requirenents -- that is: The design
environnent -- as well as the inpact on nmarine
envi ronnent . And this is sort of a precursor to

depl oying | arger wi nd pl ants.

And that whole study has been going on
for -- | think the tower has been active for four
years. It's being handled by a certification conpany
in CGermany naned Germani scher Lloyd, and that has
produced a pl ethora of information.

And so | guess, in sunmary, | can say that
t he Europeans have tracked this quite a bit. They
al so care about wi nd turbine noise, the noise comng
off of rotors, and that has dramatically changed in
the last 25 or 30 years. The nachines are nmuch
gui eter now.

| f you' ve never seen one of these |arge
turbines run, | encourage you to do that, because only
by standing next to one of these nmachines will you
begin to understand how noi sy they are fromyour own
perspective and what the sort of relative inpact is.

| think nost people's mnds are -- those
people who have said or have been left with the
i mpression that wind turbines are bird killers; you

know, they're bird Cuisinarts and they're very noi sy
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and you can hardly hear yourself think when you're
standi ng next to one -- that's not the case. But you
can only come to that conclusion by going to see one
yourself. So | would encourage you to take a tour.

There's lots of information on the web
sites on environmental i npact statenents or
envi ronnent al assessnents in Europe. And so | guess
|"d encourage you to Google those sites. There's --
| can't renenber the one in Dennark off the top of ny
head, but there's quite a bit of information. And
there's also quite a bit of information going on in
the United States or quite a few studies.

So | think we can direct you to those
if -- but that's not our purpose tonight. Qur purpose
istolisten, so --

MR MOORE: Yes. |'d like to nmention one.
The Argonne Nati onal Laboratory assisted the Bureau of
Land Managenent in preparing a wnd energy

programmati c environnental inpact statenent for the 11

west ern states. The web site for that project is
still up. The EIS was conpleted a bit over a year
ago, but the web site is still up, and it still gets

activity and action. And it contains an awful | ot of
i nformati on about some of the questions you asked, as

well as a lot of others. And that's Wndeis. anl. gov.
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MR. HILL: Yes. And it's our intent as

part of, you know, putting together this programmtic
EIS to look at all that data and to conduct a
l[iterature review worldwi de to determ ne what has
happened so far. So we'll, you know, put that into
our EI'S. You should see it in the draft.

MR MOORE: Yes? Let ne -- where did that
go?

(Pause.)

MR,  MOORE: I'd like you to use the

m crophone so we can capture the question on the tape

recorder.

MR GORECKI: Is this on?

MR MOORE: Yes.

MR. GORECKI: | just had a quick question
about a lot of the issues. Sone of themthat -- were

brought up on the web site with the EI'S programmtic
statenent that you guys plan on doing with issues --
environnmental issues such as electromagnetic field
di sturbance from the power lines or vibrations from

the wi nd towers.

These are kind of -- other than |like the
flight -- | nean flight patterns with birds are kind
of site specific whereas, |ike, you know, south Texas,

for exanple, we're a big flight corridor for the South
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Aneri can continent. But the east coast, | guess,
woul dn't fall in that category as nuch. But the
el ectromagnetic field and vi brati on di sturbances are,
| guess, pretty universal

| sthis progranmatic statement goingtoin
one way or anot her kind of shut the book on whet her or
not that is a problem or is not a problem or --
because to ny understanding, no one really knows for
sure.

MR MOORE: Let nme suggest that you
actually do have a comrent.

MR. GORECKI: That was a question. | --
it's not a question period?

MR. MOORE: | know. | understand that.
But you' ve gi ven us sone good i nformati on, and | woul d
appreciate it if you' d kind of frame that as sonet hi ng
you would like us to address and to include in the
programmati c environnental inpact statement. And if
you woul d, say your nane again and the organization
you represent.

MR, GORECKI: M nane is Ed Gorecki. |
work for the Hart Research Institute for Qulf of
Mexi co Studies at A&M Corpus Christi.

And | guess as a comment from a student

standpoint, because |I'm still actually a graduate
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student, | woul d definitely recommend nore i nvol venent
of academ c institutions in such a process. | think
t hat woul d be a great | earni ng experience for alot of
peopl e, not to nention, you know, you' re going to get
nore, hopefully, future enpl oyees out of such an act.
So --

MR. MOORE: Sure.

MR. HILL: Sure. And just to address your
guestion when it was a question, yes, we're definitely
going to look into EM. And | can't say that we're
going to put it torest, but we're going to, you know,
| ook at all the current data that is out there and al
the studies world wi de and address that and present
that in the docunent. So thank you for raising that.

MR. MOORE: Thank you. See? You had a
coment .

MR CHEW Yes. 1In an EI'S, you know, of
course, we use the best available information, but
there's always new stuff comng out. So you never
really put anything to rest; you just do the best you
can with the information at the tine.

MR HILL: Yes.

MR. MOORE: Anyone el se have a question
coment or a conment question?

(Laughter.)

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

(Pause.)

MR, MOORE

(Pause.)

MR. MOORE: (kay.

MR HILL: Okay. Well,

nore questions or

publ i c scoping neeting is closed.

for your attendance.

concl uded.)

(202) 234-4433

comments, | wll
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You' re sure about that?

if there are no
say that this

Thank you very much

(Wher eupon, at 8:43 p.m, this neeting was
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